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President Barack Obama hosts an Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan in the State Dining Room of the White

House, July 25, 2013. (Official White House Photo by Lawrence Jackson)

Last Night, continuing a White House tradition, President Obama hosted his fifth
Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan. The Iftar is the meal that breaks the day of VIEW PHOTO GALLERIES
fasting during Ramadan, when Muslim families eat together after sunset. During

his remarks, the President thanked the Muslim community for the sacrifices

they've made for the United States. JUMP TO:

Throughout our history, Islam has contributed to the character of our A Specific Month
country, and Muslim Americans, and their good works, have helped to build Other White House Blogs v
our nation -- and we’ve seen the results. We've seen those results in

generations of Muslim immigrants -- farmers and factory workers, helping

to lay the railroads and build our cities. Muslim innovators who helped build

some of our highest skyscrapers and who helped to unlock the secrets of our

universe.

Every day, Muslim Americans are helping to shape the way that we think
and the way that we work and the way that we do business. And that’s the
spirit that we celebrate tonight -- the dreamers, the creators whose ideas are
pioneering new industries, creating new jobs and unleashing new
opportunities for all of us.
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President Obama also wished Muslim Americans and Muslims all around the

world a blessed Ramadan.
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